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Ever wanted to explore everything that New ZealandΩǎ {ƻǳǘƘ LǎƭŀƴŘ has to offer from the seat of an Adventure Motorcycle? 

Then look no further!  

Our South Island Back-Country Adventure Tour is the ultimate South Island adventure ride! Starting and finishing in the 

garden city of Christchurch and circumnavigating the South Island of New Zealand, this epic 10 day - 3250km+ journey will 

showcase almost everything this stunning and extremely diverse country has to offer. 

The tour route is sure to impress with awesome twisting coastal highways, national parks and mountain passes, and a 

famous high country station experience. With amazing scenery of alpine glaciers, lakes and fiords, rolling green farm 

country and open natural landscapes, all of which are sure to make every rider have that άǎƳƛƭŜ-inside-your-ƘŜƭƳŜǘέ 

experience! 

We take all the hassle out of organising an epic tour like this. All you need to do is turn up with a smile and be ready for an 
ultimate adventure! - we can even supply all your riding gear. We guarantee at the end of each day you will have a different, 
amazing and unique experience to discuss with your friends over a well-earned refreshment, and great New Zealand food. 
 

Nine ƴƛƎƘǘǎΩ accommodation is included in the tour providing a great look around some amazing NZ towns and local 

experiences.   

Suited to a wide range of rider experience and ability, you will be fully supported by our riding tour guides and supplied GPS 

routes. The tour has an άoff-the-beaten-trackέ focus with some highway riding to begin with, then into a lot of gravel roads, 

4WD tracks and some stream crossings to keep the adrenaline pumping. The tour is therefore suited to riders with gravel or 

off-road riding experience. Our expert guides will be there to assist, or offer advice and riding tips if required. 

So what are you waiting for? Join Ultimate Adventure Moto NZ and book your spot now!  
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QUICK OVERVIEW  

Tour Participants 

¶ Exclusive to 12 participants maximum per tour.  

¶ A minimum of 5 riders are required for the tour to 

proceed.  

¶ Riders are accompanied by a riding tour guide. A 

second motorcycle guide will accompany the tour 

for groups of 6 or more riders.  

¶ The tour guides are locals, the tour language is 

English.  

¶ Solo participants will be allocated a ½ twin share 

room. The room will be shared with another 

participant of the same sex. 

¶ Single room option is available for additional cost, 

please see pricing page. 

 

Route Overview 

Day 1 Christchurch ς Blenheim 386 km 

Day 2 Blenheim ς Hanmer Springs 316 km 

Day 3 Hanmer Springs ς Westport  290 km+ 

Day 4 Westport ς Franz Josef 352 km 

Day 5 Franz Josef ς Queenstown  357 km+ 

Day 6 Queenstown ς Alexandra  287 km 

Day 7 Alexandra ς Otematata  415 km 

Day 8 Otematata ς Methven  321 km 

Day 9 Methven ς Christchurch  255 km 

Day 10 Christchurch ς Christchurch  275 km 

Total distance (approx.) 3,254 km+ 

 

WhatΩs Included 

¶ 10 Days & 3,250km+ Adventure Riding 

¶ 9 nights accommodation (share twin) 

¶ KTM Adventure motorcycle 

¶ Motorcycle fuel 

¶ Breakfast daily during the tour 

¶ Riding Tour Guide(s) 

¶ Support & Luggage van with driver 

¶ Motorcycle luggage 

¶ GPS with preloaded full daily route files 

¶ Mechanical breakdown assistance 

¶ Technical & medical support 

¶ Full comprehensive motorcycle insurance 

¶ T-Shirt 

 

What is Not Included 

¶ Flights or travel to/from Christchurch 

¶ Accommodation before & after tour 

¶ Other meals ς lunches, dinners, snacks. 

¶ Personal items 

 

Pricing 

Pricing is dependent on motorcycle model selection. 

Please see pricing page.  
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TOUR ROUTE MAP  

  

Route Map - Highlights include: 

¶ Kaikoura Coastline 

¶ Port Underwood 

¶ Molesworth Road 

¶ Rainbow Road 

¶ Braeburn Track 

¶ Denniston Goldmine 

¶ Punakaiki 

¶ Lake Brunner 

¶ West Coast 

¶ Franz & Fox Glaciers  
¶ Haast Pass 

¶ Southern Lakes 

¶ Crown Range 

¶ Skippers Canyon 

¶ Queenstown 

¶ Nevis Valley 

¶ Thomson Gorge 

¶ Old Man Range 

¶ Lake Onslow 

¶ Old Dunstan Road 

¶ Danseys Pass 

¶ Lakes Pukaki & Tekapo 

¶ Rakaia Gorge 

¶ Lees Valley 

¶ Banks Peninsula 

  

Franz Josef 

Alexandra 

Christchurch 

Queenstown 

Otematata 

SOUTH ISLAND 
Route is approximate and for illustration purposes only 

Blenheim 

Hanmer Springs 

Westport 

Methven 
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WHAT DOES THE TOUR INCLUDE?  

Our team have planned and designed this tour based on years of adventure riding, travel experience and contacts 

throughout New Zealand. The routes, sights, and experiences on this tour have been selected to showcase a broad selection 

of what the South Island has to offer. We have taken all the hard work out of organising such an epic tour, so you can truly 

sit back in the saddle and enjoy the Adventure! 

¶ Motorcycle ς Your choice of KTM adventure motorcycle from our fleet (subject to availability). We operate KTM 

890, 690 and 390 models to suit different rider abilities and preferences.  

¶ Motorcycle fuel ς All the fuel (petrol) for your bike is covered in the tour package cost. The tour will stop for fuel 

frequently with no chance of you running out. 

¶ Planned Routes - Pre-ridden routes, selecting some of the best adventure riding routes the South has to offer. 

¶ Tour Guides ς Experienced adventure motorcycle tour guides who have been there and done it before. A riding 

guide will lead the tour so there is no chance of getting lost. For groups of 6 or more there will also be a second 

riding guide running at the rear in support to ensure everyone is on track and no one gets left behind.  

¶ Support Van ς Our Mercedes Sprinter van and driver will be accompanying the tour. The van will carry all your 

luggage for the tour and have it ready at the accommodation stops at the end of each days riding. The van is also 

used for recovery and support where required. 

¶ Pre-Ride Briefings ς We provide a full ride and safety briefing prior to our tour departure, and before each days 

riding. Briefings detail the route, weather, break locations, any hazards or harder sections, sight-seeing 

opportunities, tourist and photo opportunities, and any optional extra riding sections available for when time allows. 

¶ Breakfast ς Breakfast is provided daily during the tour. Other meals including lunches and dinners are at the 

individuals own expense. We stop frequently for refreshment and lunch breaks during each day. 

¶ GPS Routes ς Garmin Zumo XT GPS units are supplied on all bikes with daily routes preloaded.  

¶ Accommodation ς A range of different Hotels and Motel accommodation is provided depending on our location for 

the night. Standard accommodation is twin share. If you are a single rider you will be allocated a ½ twin share 

room, the room will be shared with another tour participant of the same sex. A single room option is available at 

additional cost. Please advise on the registration form if you require the single room option.  

¶ Mechanical Assistance ς In the rare event that you have a mechanical issue with the bike e.g. flat tyre, our guides 

will be on hand to fix the problem, or arrange assistance for any major mechanical failures.  

¶ Medical Assistance ς All our tour guides and support staff hold formal First Aid training qualifications and are 

there to assist with any medical issues or accidents. For more serious medical events our guides also carry 

emergency locator and communication devices for fast response from New Zealand Emergency Services. 

¶ T-Shirt ς Been there, done that and got the T-Shirt! An Ultimate Adventure Moto NZ Tour T-Shirt is included.  
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ITINERARY  

Pre Tour Arrival ς It is recommended that participants arrange to be in Christchurch on the day before the tour, as Day 1 

has an early 7:30am start at the Ultimate Adventure Moto depot. Unfortunately we are unable to provide airport transfers or 

pickups on the morning of Day 1 due to a busy morning greeting guests, conducting briefings and getting organised for the 

tour departure. Therefore participants need to make their own way to Ultimate Adventure Moto depot by 7:30am on Day 1. 

Our Day 1 pre-tour briefing includes; 

¶ Welcome & Introduction ς staff introduction & participants meet and greet, complimentary tea/coffee 

¶ Tour check-in - final paperwork and security deposit processing 

¶ Tour Description - outlining the route and some of the sights and activities 

¶ Riding in New Zealand brief - road rules, conditions, hazards and what to expect 

¶ Health & safety briefing - what to do in case of any emergencies. 

¶ Gear Check ς we will check all riders to ensure suitable safe riding gear is being worn 

¶ Bike handover - run over bike and GPS setup and functions 

 

After the pre-tour briefing we will pack our paniers and bags, gear up and get ready for the first days ride to Blenheim in 

the stunning Marlborough wine region! 

 

 

ROUTE DESCRIPTION 

Day 1 ς Christchurch to Blenheim ς 386km 

Leaving Christchurch and heading North via some nice flowing highways before the first taste of gravel, climbing and 

twisting over a back country mountain range through beautiful farmland.  A stop for lunch then and pushing on over a tight 

twisting highway road to the rugged Kaikoura coastline with its famous surf breaks and ocean wildlife featuring seals, 

dolphins and whales. One last cruise up the fabulous coastline to Blenheim completes day one with a great mixture of back 

country gravel and beautiful twisting coastal highways. 
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Day 2 ς Blenheim to Hanmer Springs ς 316km 

From Blenheim the day takes us south to Hanmer, but first a morning loop onto some magnificent twisty gravel and sealed 

roads around numerous picturesque costal bays, an awesome place to get your corner fix and some amazing photos. Back 

on the highway for a short ride back thru Blenheim and out the other side through a gravel pass and into an iconic back-

country valley which cuts through the backbone of the South Island and home to New ½ŜŀƭŀƴŘΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ farming station. 

Prepare to be awestruck by the expansive high country landscapes, towering mountains and vast grassy plains that 

surround you. This rewarding gravel ride is on every Kiwi adventure riders bucket list, offering a true sense of back country 

adventure. Finishing the day ion Hanmer Springs where you can soak the evening away and sooth your muscles in the 

famous thermal hot pools. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Day 3 ς Hanmer Springs to Westport ς 290km 

The third day begins by conquering another famous and remote back-country valley road, a rugged and thrilling route that 

cuts through the heart of the South Island's sub alpine landscape. Brace yourself for jaw-dropping views as you navigate 

through steep mountain passes, ancient beech forests, and remote river valleys. This road offers an adrenaline-pumping 

experience, with its challenging terrain and breathtaking vistas that will leave you in awe at every turn. As you exit this valley 

you will reach a tranquil alpine village nestled by the shores of stunning lake. Take a moment to soak in the serenity and 

enjoy the picturesque surroundings. Gear up for the next leg of your adventure as you twist and turn along winding mountain 

roads, with rugged cliffs, dense forests, and cascading waterfalls. The days journey culminates in Westport, a vibrant coastal 

town known for its dramatic coastline and impressive surf breaks. CƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ Ƨǳǎǘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ŀŘǾŜƴǘǳǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƴ 

optional 50km return trip up a mountain to the old ruins of a historic mining settlement. 
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Day 4 ς Westport to Franz Josef ς 352km 

5ŜǇŀǊǘƛƴƎ ǎƻǳǘƘ ŀƭƻƴƎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ bŜǿ ½ŜŀƭŀƴŘΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ Ŏƻŀǎǘŀƭ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅ ǊƻŀŘǎΣ ōŜ ǘǊŜŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ōǊŜŀǘƘǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǊǳƎƎŜŘ 

coastline and amazing layered rock formations at Punankaiki. Towering mountains and dense native forests provide a 

dramatic backdrop as the route passes by the shores of a lake nestled in the countryside before continuing back along the 

West Coast coastline and its major towns. The road continues south following the snow capped peaks of the southern alps 

and rushing rivers with plenty of scenic bridge crossings before arriving at Franz Josef Glacier, a UNESCO World Heritage 

Site, where you can witness the awe-inspiring icy expanse up close.  

Day 5 ς Franz Josef to Queenstown ς 357km 

A highway transition day departing Franz and heading south via the West Coast and dense native bush into the Haast Pass 

with a stop at a fantastic waterfall before arriving at the first of the stunning southern lakes and the beautiful lakeside town 

of Wanaka where we stop for lunch. From here is through the Cardrona Valley with its famous historic pub, then over the 

stunning Crown Range and zig zag road down to Arrowtown before arriving in the tourist mecca of Queenstown. For the 

adventurous and if time allows head into the historic skippers canyon for an amazing backcountry gravel excursion. 
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Day 6 ς Queenstown to Alexandra ς 287km  

Todays route winds down the side of the stunning Lake Wakatipu into the beautiful Southland countryside where we turn 

and enter a back-country experience not to be missed. Climbing steeply up a switchback road to 1100m then traversing a 

famous and epic valley which includes a good section of 4WD track with creek and river crossings to keep the adrenaline 

pumping! Some more sweeping gravel roads and a power pylon track ƭŜŀŘ ǳǎ Ǉŀǎǘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ b½Ωǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ hydro dams. A small 

highway section past Cromwell were we stop for lunch then that takes the tour through a remote farming valley featuring 

high country farm land with plenty of farm gates and epic views. Dropping out of the valley and some more great open 

flowing gravel takes us back to Alexandra to reminisce on an epic day of back-country riding.  

  



South Island Back -Country Adv Tour  
EVENT INFORMATION  

 

Page | 11  
 

Day 7 ς Alexandra to Otematata ς 415km 

Shortly after Alexandra ƛǘΩǎ ŀ steep climb to over 1600m on a 4WD 

track onto an elevated mountain range where a unique rock 

Obelix monolith stares out over the valley below. Descending back 

down into the valley below to experience driving over another 

great hydro dam the route then leads us back-country again along 

a famous historic wagon route from gold mining days long past. A 

lunch stop back in civilisation before more epic gravel action thru 

rolling farmland before arriving at Kyeburn Diggings and the 

hƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ 5ŀƴǎŜȅǎ tŀǎǎ IƻǘŜƭ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǘΩǎ ǿƻǊǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǇ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŎƻŦŦŜŜ 

or refreshment. Danseys Pass is next with plenty of awesome 

sweeping gravel corners. Out onto the highway again takes us to 

Otematata for the night where we will chill out, tell some tales 

over a meal and a drink at the local pub. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Day 8 - Otematata to Methven - 321km  

Two options for the trip back to Christchurch 

which will be decided on the day depending 

on weather conditions and river levels. Either 

a gravel blast up three awesome mountain 

passes, or over another hydro dam and a 

very special high country Merino sheep 

station and rocky gravel riverbed tracks onto 

the glacial lakes of Pukaki and Tekapo, 

where you can get majestic views of Aoraki 

Mount Cook and the Southern Alps. At a stop 

for lunch at a famous bakery or any of the 

other local cafes to refuel the body. After 

lunch is on the inland scenic highway route 

to the ski resort village of Methven.  
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Day 9 ς Methven to Christchurch ς 255km  

Heading across a single lane highway bridge you will 

get amazing views of the Rakaia Gorge and its 

impressive river system, before more deserted gravel 

roads lead the tour past two remote lakes and over a 

mountain pass to another amazing braided river system. 

A twisting and winding gravel hill climb over to a remote 

North Canterbury farming valley will fill in the early 

afternoon with one last river to navigate and test your 

well developed water crossing skills. A half an hour 

gentle highway ride will bring the tour back to the 

garden city of Christchurch where you can relax in the 

pool at the hotel or enjoy some of the local sights. 

 

Day 10 ς Christchurch to Christchurch ς 275km  

The final day is a scenic loop around the beautiful Banks Peninsula. From the city heading straight up to the summit road 

overlooking Christchurch and the Canterbury Plains you we be amazed by the expansive views. The route then 

circumnavigates this impressive peninsula, winding its way around, up and over the many harbours and bays that form this 

unique landscape. Plenty of twisting gravel roads and winding tar seal sections link all these epic harbours in a day of riding 

that will hone your cornering skills and excite your senses with amazing scenery. Arriving back in Christchurch in the mid 

ŀŦǘŜǊƴƻƻƴ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ŦŜŜƭ ŀ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ƴŀǾƛƎŀǘŜŘ ȅƻǳǊ ǿŀȅ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ άōŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘέ ŀŘǾŜƴǘǳǊe 

riding New Zealand has to offer.  

 

  

(Please Note: The tour route may be subject to change slightly due to weather conditions, private farm operations, road 

closures, delays or any other unforeseen circumstances.) 

 


